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Chapter 1 – Offending by Young People in Historical Perspective 
 

Exercise 1 
 
DEFINITION 

1. Mens rea: A guilty mind; a legal concept used to denote criminal intent. 

2. Culpability: The notion of blameworthiness and accountability for one’s actions; 
culpability requires that a person acted purposefully and knowingly in the 
commission of a criminal act. 

TRUE/FALSE 
  
1.   T   F   Mental incompetence and the lack of intention are no excuse for the 

commission of a crime. (F) 

2.   T   F   Central to what constitutes a crime is the fact that the behaviour must be 
formally forbidden and punished by the state. (T) 

3.   T   F   Historically, there has been consistency in the age limit that separates 
adults from youth. (F) 

4.   T   F   It is fair to say that the pattern of youth crime in Canada changed little 
from pioneer times until the early 20th century. (T) 

5.   T   F   It is only in recent times that many gangs were identified with particular 
ethnic groups. (F) 

6.   T   F   Age is important within the criminal law because it provides an 
indicator of “mental capacity.” (T) 

7.   T   F   The development of significant urban youth crime and gang behaviour 
came relatively late to Canada in comparison with Britain and the 
United States. (T) 

8.   T   F   Legislation relating to juvenile criminality has always taken concerns 
for the social welfare of children into consideration. (F) 

9.   T   F   Juvenile crime in the early part of the 20th century decreased 
substantially. (F) 

10. T   F   The main reason mandatory public schooling was introduced was to 
deal with increases in urban crime rates. (F) 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1.   A primary factor that separates youthful from adult offenders is the notion that 
      a.   young people are less intelligent than adults 
      b.   young people are less able to form criminal intent than adults * 
      c.   young people are incapable of distinguishing between right and wrong 
      d.   young people are generally smaller than adults and are consequently less 

capable of creating “harm” 
  

2.   The importance of age in making legal distinctions between adults and youth is 
      a.   age is a good indicator of physical size 
      b.   age is a good indicator of how much harm a person can commit 
      c.   age is a main indicator of intellectual development * 
      d.   age is used as an indicator of experience 
  
3.   The concept of “age of majority” indicates that 
      a.   a person has all of the legal rights and responsibilities of an adult * 
      b.   the majority of people in the population are adults 
      c.   a person has reached the stage of the majority of their intellectual 

development 
      d.   a person is too old to be held criminally responsible 
  
4.   Corporal punishment 
      a.   was the only way of dealing with young criminals in 19th century Canada 
      b.   was a form of military punishment inflicted on the civilian population 
      c.   was a term used to indicate how young people entering the military (mostly 

corporals) were punished in pioneer times 
      d.   refers to any form of physical punishment * 
  
5.   Many social reformers, both past and present, link a growth in youth crime to 
      a.   Canada’s inability to lose its agrarian or agricultural roots 
      b.   the need for farm labour 
      c.   historical decreases in family size 
      d.   the increased urbanization of Canadian society * 
 
Exercise 2 
 
DEFINITION 
 
1. Houses of refuge: An institutional response to the problem of juvenile crime that 

grew out of the juvenile sections of the English workhouses of the 16th and 17th 
centuries. Their principal features were that they kept youths separate from adults 
and focused on hard work and discipline. 
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2. Parens patriae: A Latin term meaning “parent of the country” used to denote the 

role of the state as guardians of underage and disabled persons. Under this doctrine, 
the jurisdiction of the Chancery Court could be invoked to intercede on behalf of 
children when their parents or guardians were neglecting or mistreating them. 

 
TRUE/FALSE 
 
1.   T   F   Historically, the punishment for a young offender was generally the same 

as that for adults. (T) 
2.   T   F   Canada has led the world in developing institutional responses to crime 

such as training schools and penitentiaries. (F) 
3.   T   F   Incarceration or imprisonment was not a major way of dealing with 

youthful crime until the turn of the 20th century. (F) 
4.   T   F   Most institutions in Canada and especially in Ontario were run by religious 

orders. (F)  
5.   T   F   The primary role of the juvenile court judge was not simply to adjudicate 

guilt or innocence but also to provide guidance and assistance to the 
young accused.(T) 

6.   T   F   Military service was often a way for young offenders to avoid civil 
punishment. (T) 

7.   T   F   In the past 100 years, Canada has looked primarily to Britain for 
examples of how to handle young offenders. (F) 

8.   T   F   Reformatories were designed specifically to handle young offenders. 
(T) 

9.   T   F   Those social reformers interested in “child-saving” focused their 
attention primarily on the children of the middle class. (F) 

10. T   F   The juvenile court was invented in Toronto in 1899. (F) 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
 
1.   Historically, youth crime in Canada was 
      a.   generally lower than in the United States or England * 
      b.   about the same as in the rest of the industrialized world 
      c.   much higher than in the United States 
      d.   lower than in the United States but on par with England 
  
2.   Institutional responses to crime (incarceration) has been a major factor 
      a.   since the 16th century 
      b.   only in the past 50 years 
      c.   in about the past 150 years * 
      d.   ever since we started recording observations about youthful criminality 
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3.   One of the most important results of the House of Refuge movement was 
      a.   a shift away from family-centred discipline * 
      b.   they marked a point where a lack of education was seen as the primary cause 

of youthful crime 
      c.   they were the first response to juvenile crime that resulted in a lowering of 

crime rates 
      d.   they were an acknowledgement that the juvenile court system simply didn’t 

work 
  
4.   A feature that often distinguished industrial schools and other institutions of the 

latter part of the 19th century from prisons or gaols was 
      a.   their increased effectiveness at preventing crime 
      b.   their ability to create serious youthful offenders out of minor ones 
      c.   their ability to target the specific needs of a young person 
      d.   their broad scope, which meant that neglected young people were often as 

likely to be incarcerated as were young offenders * 
 
5.   The concept of parens patriae was used to 
      a.   justify removing young people from their families in order to make them 

wards of the state * 
      b.   arrest and detain parents who abused their children 
      c.   recognize that most parents have little control over their children 
      d.   enforce parental control over children 
  
6.   It is fair to say that many people saw “child saving institutions” such as 

training schools as 
      a.   an effective means of reducing crime 
      b.  a means for addressing the shortage of public schools in most cities 
      c.   too often mixing “criminals” with those in dire economic circumstances * 
      d.  being too soft on incorrigible offenders 
  
7.   The latter part of the nineteenth century was a period when 
      a.   children were seen as indistinguishable from adults 
      b.  children were increasingly seen as having different mental capacities than 

adults * 
      c.   the punishment for child offenders was generally more severe than for 

adult offenders 
      d.  youthful crime was seen as a psychiatric rather than a criminal problem 
  
8.   The introduction of Juvenile Courts led to 
      a.   the introduction of probation services * 
      b.  the introduction of parole services 
      c.   the greater use of executive pardons 
      d.  longer prison terms for youthful offenders 
 


